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NOTES AND NEWS. 

Edited by E. J. Moulton, Northwestern University, Evanston, 111. 

Mr. I. Roman, now studying at the University of Chicago, will return to 
Northwestern University as instructor in mathematics this fall. 

Mr. P. W. Hill has returned from overseas' service and will again be instructor 
in mathematics at Wabash College. 

Professor E. G. Bill has recently been advanced to the office of Director, 
Military Service Branch, by the Canadian Government. He expects to return 
to Dartmouth College this fall. 

Dr. M. G. Smith has been appointed professor of mathematics at Greenville 
College. 

Mr. H. L. Smith, of Cornell University, has been appointed instructor in 
mathematics and astronomy at Trinity College. 

Dr. C. A. Fischer, of Columbia University, has been appointed professor of 
mathematics and astronomy at Trinity College. 

Dr. J. R. Kline, instructor in mathematics during the past year has been 
appointed an " associate " in mathematics at the University of Illinois. 

Professor E. B. Van Vleck is to be a lecturer at Harvard University during 
the second semester of 1919-20. 

Mr. H. R. Phalen has been promoted to the position of assistant professor 
of mathematics at the Armour Institute of Technology. 

Assistant Professor H. L. Slobin, of the University of Minnesota, has been 
appointed head of the department of mathematics in New Hampshire College. 

At Lehigh University Mr. M. S. Knebelman has been promoted to be 
assistant professor of mathematics. 

Professor Ida Barney, of Lake Erie College, Painesville, O., has been ap- 
pointed in charge of the department of mathematics at Meredith College, Raleigh, 

N. C. 

Professor E. E. Moots, of Cornell College, Iowa, has been appointed head of 
the department of mathematics and engineering. 

Professor H. M. Showmann, of Colorado School of Mines, and lecturer in 
physics at Harvard during the past year, has been appointed assistant professor 
of mathematics at the Case School of Applied Science. 
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In accordance with a general policy for encouraging research, initiated in the 
latter part of June at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, three members 
of the department of mathematics (not above the rank of assistant professor) 
are to be relieved of one-third of their teaching assignments next year and are 
expected to devote the time released to research. In order to make this pos- 
sible Dr. S. D. Zeldin, who has been instructor in the College of Hawaii and 
professor at Olivet College, has been appointed instructor in mathematics at the 
Institute. 

Science announces that Dr. E. D. Roe, Jr., professor of mathematics at 
Syracuse University, has been elected director of the observatory. His position 
in the department of mathematics remains unchanged. 

Professor Robert W. Willson has just become professor emeritus at Har- 
vard University. He was assistant professor of astronomy 1899-1903, and has 
been professor of astronomy since 1903. 

Professor N. E. Norltjnd, of the University of Lund, has been appointed 
professor of mathematics at the University of Copenhagen. 

The eightieth birthdays of the following mathematicians have occurred re- 
cently: Leo Koenigsbekgee (November 15, 1917), Theodob Reye (June 20, 
1918), and Hieeonymus Zeuthen (February 15, 1919). (L'Enseignement mathe- 
matique states that Zeuthen died on his birthday.) If Moritz Cantor was alive 
August 23, 1919 he would be ninety years old. 

John William Strutt, Lord Rayleigh, died June 30, 1919, aged 76. 

Don Eduardo Tobroja, professor of applied geometry at the University 
of Madrid died September 14, 1918 in the seventy-second year of his age. 

Paul Mansion, professor of mathematics at the University of Ghent, died 
April 18, 1919, aged 75. He was the author of scores of books and articles deal- 
ing with topics in higher algebra, theory of numbers, foundations of geometry and 
history of mathematics. For forty years he was co-editor of Nouvelle Corre- 
spondance Mathematique and its successor Mathesis. 

Professor Christoforo Alasia, whose biography and portrait appeared in 
this Monthly, August-September, 1902, died November 19, 1918, aged 49 
years. He is probably known in this country chiefly as the author of La recente 
geometria del triangob (Cita di Castello, 1900) and of 566 Relazioni metriche e 
trigonometriche fra gli elementi d'un triangolo piano (ibid., 1900), and as editor of 
Le Matematiche (2 vols., 1901-1903). 

Professor O. D. Kellogg has been made a fellow of the American Association 
for the Advancement of Science, and elected vice-president and chairman of 
Section A. 
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In the proposed organization of an International Astronomical Union the 
following members of the Association are members of committees in the organ- 
ization of the American section: E. P. Adams, L. A. Bauer, P. P. Boyd, E. W. 
Bbown, W. J. Hussey, Frank Moeley, and F. R. Moulton. 

A Norwegian Mathematical Society was founded at Christiania on November 
2, 1918 when about one hundred and fifty mathematicians came together from 
all parts of Norway. This society will meet in larger cities, and will publish a 
periodical, of which Professor Heegaaed (recent editor of Nyt Tidsskrift for 
MatematiJc) and Oberlehrer Alexander have been appointed editors. 

From Nature we learn of a project for the creation and endowment of a 
geophysical institute at Cambridge, England, which is being promoted by a com- 
mittee of prominent British scientists. . It is felt that such an institute could 
render great assistance in connection with geodetic work which forms the basis 
of all the state surveys, and with the practical problems associated both with 
leveling, mean sea-level, and vertical movement of the earth's crust, and with a 
more thorough study of the tides and tide prediction than has ever been made. 

Dr. Vito Volterra, professor of mathematical physics in the University of 
Rome, will deliver a series of six lectures on the Hitchcock Foundation at the 
University of California in August or September. 

At the Colloquium of the American Mathematical Society to be held at the 
University of Chicago in September, 1920, Professor G. D. Birkhoff is to lecture 
on "Dynamical Systems," and Professor F. R. Moulton on "Certain topics 
in functions of infinitely many variables." 

In conferring the degree of Doctor of Science on Professor Stratton at the 
recent Yale Commencement the public orator spoke as follows: Samuel Wesley 
Stratton; Mathematician, physicist, professor in the Universities of Illinois and 
Chicago, a naval officer in the Spanish war, since 1891 Director of the National 
Bureau of Standards in weights and measures. Dr. Stratton's work in this 
bureau has been conspicuous and constructive, recognized beyond our own 
limits, vitally important in war and war research. A man weighed in the balance 
and not found wanting. 



